
www.sags.org.uk

SAGS works for allotment sites and plot holders thr oughout Scotland 
to :
Protect sites by

� networking among allotment associations
� campaigning nationally and locally
� raising awareness of the planning process and new legislation

Preserve skills in gardening and design through
� recording the on-going story of allotments
� coordinating the conservation of seeds and plants

Promote the value of allotments for
� healthy activity and good food
� celebrating our open air communities
� saving the eco-system and enhancing biodiversity



 
 

Growing in the Community 
 

ALLOTMENTS, 
GARDENS AND 

ORCHARDS 
 

Judy Wilkinson 
Scottish Allotments and Gardens Society 

 
What knowledge do we need for the security 

of the planet? – How to grow plants!  

Professor Stephen Blackmore (Regious Keeper of the Royal 
Botanic Gardens of Edinburgh) 
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Biodiversity

Arts 
Culture

Kara

Communities

Climate 
Change

Eco  
Schools

Food

meeting,  
sharing skills 

changing attitudes 
local food initiatives  

and cafes

Exercise, stress reduction 
GP referrals, diet

training, local  
suppliers,  

local producers

curriculum,  
skills, 

purpose

gardens, plants, 
flowers, herbs

local leisure, 
no packaging. 
composting 
- virtuous circle

local produce 
preparing and  

cooking 
community cafes  

conserving soil, maintaining ecosystems, 
creating habitats
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Design a Garden Project , Edinburgh City Council

Frankendael Amsterdam School

Food Project, Boston, USA

www.trellisscotland.org.uk

A Kara is a community space for cultivation
- garden, allotment,orchard in Scotland



ALLOTMENTS:
Where are they?

• There are 211 active allotment sites 
containing a minimum of 6,300 individual 
plots

• Sites are geographically quite 
widespread, with 55% of sites outside 
the main cities of Glasgow,
Edinburgh, Dundee and Aberdeen

• 69% of sites are local authority owned 
23% of sites are independently owned.

• Owners include a university, a housing 
association, a convent, various trusts 
and other estate/private landowners.

Existing allotment 
sites 2007



Kinross Potager
Knowetop Community Farm
Lochaber Rural Education Centre
Lochboisdale Community Garden
Lothlorien Community
Lunnasting School Grounds Project
Miners Garden
Mossburn Community Farm
Murton Organic Community Garden
The Nursery Garden
Peace of Mind Garden
Redhall Walled Garden
Roots and Fruits
Rubha Phoil Forest Garden
Rosshead Community Garden
The Secret Garden
Stracathro Walled Garden
The Thistle Community Wildlife
Tynepark Garden

Almond ValleyHeritage Trust
Alness In Bloom
Ardvasar CommunityPermaculture
Boat of Garten Community Garden
Bridge Centre Garden Project
Bridgend Farm Community Allotment
The Choices Programme Market Garden
The Children’s Garden
West KilbrideGarden and Ecological Trail
Sandwick (GAETS)
Glachbeg Croft Education Centre
Golspie Recycling and Environmental 
Action
Good For Ewe
Gorgie City Farm
Healthy Roots
Hillswick Health Centre Garden
H.O.P.E Trust
The Hidden Gardens

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
32
33
34
35
36
37

Federation City Farms
&

Community Gardens



1 hectare
=

1.4 football
pitches

One common size for a full plot is 5 by 10 
rods, or 200 square yards, about 167 m2.

A hectarecan contain 50 full sized plots
with paths, communal hut, manure heaps 
and wildlife area.

1  football pitch = 36 plots

1/4 football pitch = 9 plots

How much land?



Midmar Allotments, Edinburgh.



Field - Newtonhill Allotments and the North Sea. . 



Bridgend Edinburgh



Simple Allotment Site in Missoula



Flower and herb patches



Small part of Park - Boston 



New Gartnavel Hospital Glasgow



Plot Rent : between £5 and £60 a year 

Time

Gardening
Planting

Nurturing
Pruning

Community
Site management

Open Days
Local Groups

Food Harvesting
Composting

Horticultural techniques
Life long learning

Relaxing
Enjoying

INPUT and OUTPUT



Symbols for programme      Sow-S     Germination-G   Transplant-T   Plant-P   Harvest-H
Crop Safeway Total

Item Description J A N F E B MA R AP R MA Y J UN J UL AUG SE P OCT NOV DEC Weight Cost Cost
Totat Lbs Per Lbs  Value

Aubergine Vista F1 none 0
Beet Rhubarb Chard Charlotte S 0 0
Beet Modena S H 1 47p 0.47
Broad Bean Imperial Green Long S S H 32.12 89p 15.10
Borecole Dwf/Gn  Curled Kale S 7 ? 0
Broccoli Trixie F1 Calabrese S H 21.7 50p 10.85
Broccoli Extra Early Curled SP S Pidgens 0
Broccoli White Sprouting Late S Pidgens 0
Brussels Sprouts Cascade F1 S 24 32p 1.68
Carrot Autumn King 2 S Fly 0
Carrot Amsyerdam Forcing 2 S Fly 0
Cauliflower Balmoral F1 S H 38 69p 26.32
Cabbage Minicole F1 Autumn S H 10 40p 0
Cabbage Red Ruby Ball F1 3 40p 1.2
Cabbage Rigoletto F1 Savoy S 6 40p 2.4
Celery Victoria F1 S 9 40p 3.6
Chives S 0 0
Courgette Gold Rush F1 S H 99 79p 78.21
Courgette Bambino F1 S H 63 79p 49.77
Cucumber Pepinex F1 S H 7 39p 2.73
Dwarf French Bean Royalty S H 1 80p 0.8
Dwarf French Bean Rocquencourt S H 11 80p 8.8
Florence Fennel Zefa Fino S 7 ? 0
Garlic Chives S 0 0
Kohl Rabi Green Vienna S 11 25p 2.75
Kohl Rabi Purple Vienna S 5 25p 1.25
Leek Autumn Mammoth 3 Rami S H 85 39p 33.15
Lettuce Little Gem S S S H 9 45p 4.05
Lettuce Red Sails S 0 0
Lettuce Minigreen S 12 45p 5.40
Onions Paris Silver Skin S 0 0
Onion Red Barron S H 111 25p 27.75
Onion North Holland Blood Red S 0 0
Pea Cavalier S H 20.4 57p 11.62
Pea Sugar Snap S h 14.3 1.20 52.20
Parsley Champion Moss Curled S 0 Carrot fly 0
Parsnip Gladiator F1 S H 9.1 89p 8.10
Pumpkin Triple Treat S H 2 1.50 3.00
Runner Bean Mercoles S H 38.7 69p 26.70
Swede Marian S 10 62p 6.20
Sweet Corn Sundance F1 S H 27 47p 12.69
Sweet Peper D T Brown's Sweet S 8 30p 2.4
Tomato Gardeners Delight S 0 0
Tomato Shirley F1 S H 60 25p 15.00
Tomato Sun Baby S 59.5 1.09 64.86
Turnip Market Express S H 18 62p 11.16
RASPS H 27.11 1.50 40.67
STRAWBERRYS H 10..2 1.00 10.20
BLACKCURRANT H 15,4 1.50 23.10
TAYBERRY H 2.3 1.50 3.45
POTATOES H 96.14 30p 28.84
AUTM RASPS H 12,11 1.50 18.17
ONION STURON SETS H 206 25p 51.50
BLACKBERRY H 5 2.40 12.00
RHUBARB 10 25p 2.5

680.6Total

PROGRAMME 1999/2000 PLOT 1





Dwarf fruit trees



Ethnic cultivation - special interest
Ethnic and special food 



People value the culture of local food

Allotments enable communities to share experiences:

• At least 50 different local community groups are 
variously involved with allotment sites

• sites run community events and open days, 

• educational visits from schools and other groups

• students work towards EcoSchool awards, university 
degrees and gain practical skills





School Allotment:  Frankendael Amsterdam





From Trellis Scotland web site

Food Culture
Green Gyms, 
Food Initiatives, 
Special Needs,
Asylum Seekers, 
Refugees, 
Ethnic Minorities 
etc etc



Food Security for other wildlife

In terms of supporting 
biodiversity and urban ecology,
allotments are better than Parks. 
They are often better than 
agricultural land.

Many plots have 
• Soil conservation
• Small compost heaps
• Small ponds
• Diversity of plants
• Hedging around sites
• Herbs 



To forget how to dig the earth and to tend the soil is to forget ourselves
Mahatma Gandhi



What next?

The Scottish Allotments and Gardens Society are asking policy 
makers to promote responsible gardening as one of the biggest 
contributions which ordinary people can make to adaptation and 
mitigation of climate change which includes food security.  

We want local authorities to make long term strategic provision 
for accessible gardening.



Allotments Act 1892 -
Legal duty Councils to provide allotments

PLANNING 
• Local Plan 
• SPP11
• Town and Country Planning Scotland Act 1997

LOCAL GOVERNMENT ACT 2003
• Councils have the power to do anything ‘likely to 
promote the well-beingof persons within that area’



Policy and Needs for Local Groups

Local Group

Constitution etc

Land

Design site
Size, boundaries. 

Paths, huts?

Infrastructure
Water, toilets, paths,

compost

Community groups
Schools, GPs, special needs, police

Individuals

Their 
organisations

Families, 
friends

Horticultural 
Skills  and 
knowledge

Soil analysis
Landowner

Lease




