
Curriculum for Excellence: 

Equipping Young People for a 

Low Carbon World  

 

David Doris 

Curriculum Unit 



Low Carbon Scotland 

 • World leading targets of at least 42% emissions cuts by 
2020 and at least 80% cuts by 2050. 

• Almost two thirds of the way to achieving 2020 target 

• Scotland as green energy powerhouse and at forefront 
of global low carbon economy.   

• Opportunities from transition to a low carbon economy  

• 130,000 jobs in Scotland by 2020 (over 5% of the 
Scottish workforce), and be worth £12 billion by 2015-16. 
Estimated 60,000 new jobs in sector. 

• Public Engagement Strategy  and climate change duty 
on public bodies  

• Junior Climate Challenge Fund 

• ‘Go Greener Together' campaign -  launched January 
2012 – www.greenerscotland.org 



A few dates… 

• National Debate on Education 2002 

• UN Decade of Education for Sustainable 
Development (2005-2014) 

• Learning for our Future – Scotland’s First Action 
Plan for UNDESD – Summer 2006 

• Scottish Government purpose - 2007 and 2011 

• Curriculum for Excellence experiences and 
outcomes – April 2009 

• Climate Change (Scotland) Act 2009 

• Learning for Change –2nd UNDESD plan - 2010 

• CfE implementation – August 2010 

 



Learning for Change 

• Action plan for second half of UNDESD - May 2010 

• Aim is that by 2014 people in Scotland will have 
developed the knowledge, understanding, skills and 
values to live more sustainable lives.  

• Partnership working to promote whole sector approach 
in schools, colleges and universities, community learning 
and development 

• Wide range of schools actions (ITE, CPD, transport, 
inspections, achievement, accreditation, estates etc) 

• Sustainable Development Commission assessments 

• Step change 

 



Curriculum for Excellence 

• More flexible and coherent curriculum from 3 to 
18 to raise ambition and attainment for all 

• Deeper, more relevant and connected learning 

• Enabling development of skills, knowledge, 
understanding and values for rapidly changing 
world.   

• Successful learners, confident individuals, 
responsible citizens and effective contributors   

• 4 contexts for learning  

• Curriculum design and entitlements  
 

 



SDE and Global Citizenship 

• Important themes across curriculum 

• Embedded within experiences and outcomes  

• Whole school approach - ethos and culture, 
management, learning and teaching and school 
estate 

• Informed, ethical choices and decisions on 
complex issues 

• Participate responsibly in political, economic, social 
and cultural life – not just environment 

• New assessment and qualification frameworks 
 



Connected learning 

• Wide variety of contexts  

• Expertise, resources and support 

• Learning about Scotland 

• Food education  

• STEM, Health and Wellbeing, enterprise 

• Outdoor learning, play and school grounds 

• Games Legacy 



 

Support for Schools 
• CPD and professional learning 

communities  inc peer support and 

collaboration funding 

• DGC through Science, Social Studies and 

Technologies, Open Days, Leadership 

• Glow and resources e.g. CfE/John Muir 

• Collaborative approach involving range of 

partners nationally and locally  

• Accreditation for teachers  



Eco Schools 

• Almost 4,000 schools participating in the 
programme.   

• Over 500,000 pupils and almost 40,000 
teachers estimated to be involved 

• 42% of all local authority schools hold Green 
Flag status.   

• Over 1,400 schools awarded Green Flag. 

• Resources and support connected with CfE, 
including new topic on food and environment 

 



http://bit.ly/mUccx4 

http://bit.ly/mUccx4


Schools Global Footprint 

www.educationscotland.gov.org.uk/schoolsglobalfootprint 

http://www.educationscotland.gov.org.uk/schoolsglobalfootprint


Weather & Climate Change 

www.educationscotland.gov.uk/weatherandclimatechange 

http://www.educationscotland.gov.uk/weatherandclimatechange


Exploring Climate Change 

www.educationscotland.gov.uk/exploringclimatechange 

http://www.educationscotland.gov.uk/exploringclimatechange


Citizen Science 

To engage young people in 

measuring environmental data 

 

To develop understanding about 

flooding and adaptation to 

climate change 

 

To use local rivers as a focus to 

promote interdisciplinary 

learning and skills development 



One Planet Schools 

• Manifesto commitment and Working Group 

• Bringing together sustainable development, 
global citizenship education and outdoor 
learning in context of CfE 

• Whole school approach to building pupils’ 
capacity to successfully contribute to a 
sustainable future    

• Focus on professional standards, leadership 
and teacher education 

• Group will report to Ministers in Autumn 2012. 

 



UNDESD and beyond 

• Curriculum for Excellence implementation 

• Transition to Low Carbon Scotland 

• Progress on UNDESD, legacy and focus 

• Considerable stakeholder expertise and strong 
collaborative approach – networks, sharing 
expertise etc 

• One Planet Schools  - embedding change  

• Generation of young people contributing to 
successful low carbon, sustainable economy 
and society. 


