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Types of  Woodfuel 

Logs  - for fires, stoves or boilers 
 - domestic, farms, communities or estate 
 installations 

Chip  - for boilers (40 KW+) 
 - business, community, public sector 
 - bulk delivery 

Pellet  - for stoves and boilers 
 - compressed wood by-products 
 - bulk or bagged delivery 

Sources  - forests and woodlands 
 - saw mill residue and co-products 
 - tree surgery and landscaping 
 - short rotation crops 
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Woodfuel Installations 
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Why woodfuel?  11% of Scotland’s heat from renewables by 2020 

Pro’s 

• Cut heating costs 
• Reduce CO2 emissions – carbon 
neutral  
• Local supply 
• More personal control/flexibility 
(logs) 
• Link to better woodland 
management 
• Support for local businesses 
• Opportunities for community 
enterprise 

Con’s 

• Need space for fuel storage and 
installation 
• Handling of fuel? 
• Security of supply 
• Capital cost  

• It’s new and different! 
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Cost savings 

Fuel costs – indicative (Dec 2012)  

Grants and loans – eg Renewable Heat Incentive (RHI) 
  Phase I and II 
  based on KWh heat produced 

    

  per  per yr 
  KWh  (av house) 

Logs   2.3p  £690 
Pellets   5.2p  £1560 
Chips   2.6p  £780 
Oil   7p  £2100 
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Cairngorms NP – Woodfuel use (odt/
yr) 2011 

19 installations 
(automated or semi-automated only) 

 16 industrial/commercial 
 3 domestic 

Total 3.88 MW capacity 

2.42 thousand odt/yr woodfuel used, 
99% in ind/comm sector 

97% of this is wood chip, rest pellet 

Of this, 400 odt produced in CNP 

How much is woodfuel used in the 
Park? 
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Who is using woodfuel? 

14 of 16 installations using chip 

45% used by forest industry itself (one 
local sawmill and one processing 
plant) 

Estates, housing scheme 

Community uses 12% 
Incl. care home 
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Can we ensure enough supply of woodfuel? 

Grampian and Cairngorms NP,  Woodfuel production odt/yr (2011) 

  Current  Maximum 
Chip   43,500   130,000   
Pellet   16,000   30,000 
Logs   2,100   2,500  ie there is extra capacity 

   

Can we grow enough wood? 
(Calculated for National Park alone...) 

For heating and hot water for all buildings in CNP  approx 100,000 tonnes/yr 

This is equivalent to 20% of annual increment of all woodland, but.... 
• Other demands 
• Market forces 
• Availability 
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What could we achieve? 

20,000 tonnes/yr woodfuel 

20% of heat demand in Park 

16% reduction in CO2 emissions 

Equivalent to  

Kingussue 
Newtonmore 
Carrbridge 
Nethybridge 
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Sources of general information 

www.lowcarboncairngorms.co.uk 

www.usewoodfuel.co.uk 

www.biomassenergycentre.org.uk 

CNPA Cairngorms Woodfuel Action Plan 

http://cairngorms.co.uk/park-authority/about-us/publications/?
publicationID=268 


